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tlon of men being glad that this new opportunity was given
them of shewing zeal to the house of GOD in more certain
order"

dam, let me beg that you will but fiist consider, and then you will believe, there are
such sins ab profaneness and sacrilege; for if theie were not, they could not have names
in HOLY WRIT, and particularly in the NEW TESTAMENT.

" And I beseech you to consider, that though OUR SAVIOUR said, He judged no man?
and to testify it, would not judge nor divide the inheritance betwixt the two brethren, nor
would judge the woman tdk en in adultery, yet in this point of the Churches, tights, lie was
so zealous, that he made himself both the accuser and the judge, and the executioner to
punish these sins, witnessed, in that He himself made the whip to drive theptofane?s out
of the Temple, overthrew the tables of the money-changeis, and drove them out of it. And
consider, that it was St. Paul that said to these Christians of his time, that weie offended
at idolatiy, 'yet thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou commit sacrilege?' supposing, I
think, sacrilege to be the greater sin: this may occasion your Majesty to consider, that
there is such a sin as sacrilege. And to incline you to prevent the curse that vull follow
it, I beseech you also to consider, that Conslantine, the first Christian Emperor, and
Helena, his mother, that King Edgar, and Edward the Confessor9 and indeed, many
others of your predecessors^ and many pnvate Christians, have also given to GOD and
his Church much land, and many immunities, which they might have given to those of
their own families, and did not, but gave them as an absolute right and sacrifice to GOD ;
and with these immunities and lands, they have entailed a curse vpon the alienators of
them ; GOD prevent your Majesty from being liable to that curse.

" And to make you that are trusted with their preservation, the better to undeistand
the danger of it, I beseech you forget not, that besides these curses, the Church land and
power have been also endeavoured to be preserved, (as far as human reason, and the law
of this nation have been able to preserve them,) by an immediate and most sacred obli-
gation on the consciences of the princes of this realm. For they that consult Magna
Charta shall find, that as all your predecessors, at their coronation, so you also,, were
sworn before all the Nobility and Bishops-, then present, and in the presence of GOD, and
in his stead, to him that anointed you, to maintain the Church lands, and the rights be-
longing to it; and this, testified openly at the Holy Altar, by laying your hand upon
THE BIBLE, then lying upon it. And not only Magna Charta, but many modern statutes
have denounced a curse upon those that break Magna Charta. And now what account
can be given for the bieach of this oath at the last great day, either by your Majesty or
by me, if it be wilfully or but negligently violated, I know not,

'* And therefore, good Madam, let not th$ late Lord (Leicester's) exceptions against
the failings of some few Clergymen, prevail with you to punish posterity for the errors of
this present age: let particular men suffer for their particular errors, but let GOD and
His Church have their rights. And though I pretend not to prophecy, yet I beg posterity
to take notice of what is already become visible in many families; That Church land,
added to an ancient inheritance, hath proved like a moth fretting a garment, and secretly
consumed both! or like the eagle that stole a coal from the altar, and thereby set her nest
on fire, which consumed both her young eagles,, and herself that stole it. And though I
shall forbear to speak reproachfully of your father, {Henry VIII,) yet I beg you. to take
notice, that a part of the Churches rights, added to the vast treasure left him by his
Father, hath been conceived to bring an unavoidable consumption upon botha notwith-
standing all his diligence to preserve it.

*k And consider, that after the violation of those laws to which he had sworn in Magna